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Glossary for NI Environmental Benchmarking Survey
Scope 1 Emissions: Direct greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from owned or controlled sources (e.g., company vehicles, on-site fuel combustion).
Scope 2 Emissions: Indirect GHG emissions from the generation of purchased electricity, steam, heating, and cooling consumed by the organisation.
Scope 3 Emissions: All other indirect GHG emissions that occur in the value chain of the reporting company, including both upstream and downstream emissions (e.g., business travel, waste, purchased goods and services).
Circular Economy: An economic system aimed at eliminating waste and the continual use of resources through reuse, repair, refurbishment, remanufacturing, and recycling.
Environmental Reports: Documents that communicate an organisation’s environmental performance, impacts, and initiatives. Examples include annual sustainability reports, climate risk assessments, environmental impact assessments, and external reporting frameworks.
Environmental Management System (EMS): A set of processes and practices that enable an organisation to reduce its environmental impacts and increase its operating efficiency (e.g., ISO 14001).
Carbon Offsetting: The process of compensating for emissions by funding equivalent carbon dioxide savings elsewhere (e.g., tree planting, renewable energy projects).
GHG (Greenhouse Gas): Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere, contributing to global warming. Key GHGs include carbon dioxide (CO₂), methane (CH₄), and nitrous oxide (N₂O).
TCFD (Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures): A framework for organisations to disclose climate-related financial risks and opportunities.
SECR (Streamlined Energy & Carbon Reporting): UK government regulations requiring large organisations to report on their energy use and carbon emissions.
GRI (Global Reporting Initiative): International standards for sustainability reporting.
Nature and Biodiversity Policy: Organisational policies and strategies aimed at protecting and enhancing natural habitats and species diversity.
Industrial Symbiosis: Collaboration between organisations to use each other’s by-products or waste as resources.
Bio-economy: Economic activity derived from biological resources, including renewable biological materials and processes.
Environmental Regulatory Bodies: Organisations responsible for enforcing environmental laws and regulations (e.g., Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA), UK Environment Agency).
Assurance: Processes to verify the accuracy, relevance, and reliability of reported environmental information.
Horizon Scanning: The process of identifying and monitoring emerging trends, risks, and opportunities that may affect an organisation’s environmental performance.
Nature and Biodiversity Policy: Is a formal statement or set of principles outlining how your organisation protects, manages, and enhances natural habitats and species diversity. Examples include policies on habitat restoration, pollinator-friendly planting, or commitments to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.


	Royal Founding Patron: HM King Charles III
Northern Ireland Chair: Vicky Davies
Managing Director: Dr Lisa McIlvenna
Chair: Peter Harrison
Chief Executive: Kieran Harding
	Business in the Community is a registered charity
in England and Wales (297716) and Scotland (SC046226).
Company limited by guarantee. No. 1619253
www.bitcni.org.uk
	Northern Ireland Office:
Bridge House, 2 Paulett Avenue
Belfast, BT5 4HD
Registered Office:
137 Shepherdess Walk, London, N1 7RQ



Page 2
© Business in the Community 2026
image1.png
BUSINESS
INTHE
COMMUNITY




